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to warm up. cc And it's no use you bearing spite
against me because I wouldn't give you that
money. How did I know what kind of place
you had? . . . and I'll say it again, going and
getting married the way you did. . . ."

In his drink-fuddled mind Penjami sensed the
gulf between him and these men3 the aggravating
superior strength of their personality. It was as
though he and his farm with him were already
passing into their hands without their even
willing that it should be so. Signs of an instinc-
tive irritation began to show in Penjami. He got
up as though intending to do something about it.
But at that Pa rose to his feet.

" You get off home with you, neighbour/'
he said, " and see to your wife. I'm thinking
she'll be giving you a little one this very
minute."

Pa and Franssu led Penjami out. He found
himself in the pitch-dark yard and began making
his way, step by step, towards the other end of
the village. His eyes stared into the darkness,
and as the drink had wiped out all consciousness
of his everyday routine, he saw only the stark
fundamental features of his life and circumstances
in all their unsavouriness. This earth and
yonder sky and those Kokemaki men, no amount
of evil temper could prevail against them.
Against all else bad temper has helped. Dread-
fully sickening to feel that things exist that cannot